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Figure I. Regional Setting
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City of Carson General Plan Update

Figure 2: Planning Area
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Recirculated Notice of Preparation
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3. Project Description

The City of Carson is preparing an update of its General Plan, which will establish the City’s
overall approach to development, transportation, environmental quality, and other key
topics through 2040. The General Plan is a statement of the community's vision of its long-
term or ultimate physical form and development policies. The State of California mandates
that “...each county and city shall adopt a comprehensive, long-term general plan for the
physical development of the county or city, and of any land outside its boundaries which in
the planning agency's judgment bears relation to its planning.” (Govt. Code 65300) A city's
General Plan has been described as its development constitution - the set of policies within
which development regulations and decisions must fit.

Carson’s current General Plan dates to 2004 and is in need of an update as new
opportunities, challenges, and approaches have emerged in recent years. The updated plan
will address the seven elements mandated by State law (land use, circulation, conservation,
open space, noise, safety, and housing). The Housing Element was not included in the 2017
Recirculated NOP, but will now be included in the General Plan Update. In addition to the
state-required elements, the General Plan will address community design, sustainability,
public health, and environmental justice. The purpose of this General Plan Update is to:

e Establish a long-range vision that reflects the aspirations of the community and
outlines steps to achieve this vision;

o Establish long-range development policies that will guide City departments, as well
as Planning Commission and City Council decision-making;

e Provide a basis for judging whether specific development proposals and public
projects are in harmony with plan policies;

e Plan in a manner that meets future land needs based on the projected population
and job growth;

o Allow City departments, other public agencies, and private developers to design
projects that will enhance the character of the community, preserve and enhance
community character and environmental resources, and minimize hazards; and

e Provide the basis for establishing and setting priorities for detailed plans and
implementing programs, such as the zoning ordinance, subdivision regulations,
specific and master plans, and the Capital Improvement Program.

More information on the Project is available at www.carson2040.com.

A Preferred Land Use Plan has been prepared and is available on the project website
https://www.carson2040.com/preferred-plan. The planning team is presently refining this
plan, conducting further evaluation, and initiating preparation of detailed General Plan
policies.
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City of Carson General Plan Update

4. Environmental Impact Report

The Program EIR will fulfill CEQA requirements for environmental review of the General
Plan Update. The EIR will provide a programmatic environmental assessment of the
potential consequences of implementing the Carson General Plan 2040. It will discuss how
land uses and policies could potentially affect the environment, identify significant impacts,
and recommend measures to mitigate those impacts, if necessary.

The environmental assessment will utilize the most current statutes and guidelines for
CEQA and for each issue area, including greenhouse gases and climate change. The EIR will
be prepared to take full advantage of CEQA streamlining and tiering opportunities for
future projects, whether in accordance with provisions of SB 375, or other tiering and
exemption provisions in CEQA.

The EIR will also evaluate potential cumulative effects of the General Plan Update, as well as
alternatives to the Project. The CEQA-required No Project Alternative will evaluate the
impacts resulting from continued implementation of the existing General Plan. As
appropriate, other alternatives that would avoid or lessen significant environmental effects
related to the Project will be discussed.

5. Potential Environmental Impacts to be Considered

Preliminary issues for the EIR analysis of the Project include:

e Aesthetics e Mineral Resources

e Air Quality e Noise

e Biological Resources e Population/Housing

o Cultural Resources e Public Services and Facilities
e Energy

e Public Utilities and Infrastructure

e Geology/Soils e Recreation

e (Greenhouse Gas Emissions .
e Transportation

e Hazards and Hazardous Materials e  Tribal Cultural Resources

* Hydrology /Water Quality o Wildfire

e Land Use/Planning

The Planning Area does not contain any agricultural resources; therefore, this topic will not
be fully evaluated in the EIR.
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